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the new translation (very good, it seemed to me) with the greatest
emotion. Every time I pick up Nietzsche again, it seems to me that
nothing remains to be said and that it is enough to quote him.

I seek in Kenan's volumes on the history of Christianity, I seek in
vain for some explanation or commentary of the mentions of the
Cross in the Gospels before the crucifixion. This point seems to me,
however, of great importance, even though today I turn my mind away
from such questions and refuse to grant them that importance which
they had, only recently, in my eyes. Simply, if those passages were in-
terpolated, it could only be to purge the crucifixion of any appearance
of accident and, incorporating it in the predestined life of the "Saviour,"
to base on it the significance of Christ's teaching. In this case, the
cross, far from interrupting that teaching, becomes its very aim, its
explanation and perfect consummation. It is in order to be crucified
that Christ comes on earth, and to save us by this indispensable sacri-
fice toward which his whole life led him. Any effort to detach Christ
from that necessary cross thenceforth becomes outrageous, for it would
reduce his mission to nothing. In order to see merely an accident in the
crucifixion, as I tried to do, one must first take away Christ's divinity.

The interpolated passages are of particular help to them, having
been put there to supply the need it was felt might arise. They are
useful, in the manner of Colonel Henry's forgery;34 but they contribute
to the ruin of the edifice as soon as they are recognized as false.

Roquebrune, 12 June

The novel requires a certain slowness of progress that allows the
reader to live with the characters and become accustomed to them. If
they do things and make remarks that, knowing them, we might just
as well have been able to invent for them, this does not matter; and we
are even amused to recognize them in such things and not to be sur-
prised. When I wanted to tell of them only what is disconcerting, and
leave to the reader the duty of filling out their characters with every-
thing that did not particularly distinguish them, I was probably not
well advised. It may seem that I did not know how to make them coma
alive because I so readily gave them up as soon as their outline was
sufficiently sketched, and when portraying them more fully and follow-
ing them at greater length told nothing more about them. This is be-
cause I have always been bothered in the work of others by all that is
not essential and that the alert reader's imagination can supply for
itself. A concern for the lightest possible baggage has always tormented
me, and I do not like to let time make that abstract of the essentials

** The forged document produced in 1898 to justify the verdict against
Captain Dreyfus in the famous Dreyfus affair.